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ABSTRACT

According to the traditionists, a Hadith can only
be considered reliable when its Sanad offers an unbroken
series of credible and veracious authorities till the Prophet
Muhammad (S.A.W.). The critical investigation of the Sanad
had caused the Muslim Scholars to make thorough research.
They endeavored not only to ascertain the names and
circumstances of the narrators in order to investigate where
and when they lived and which of them had been personally
acquainted with the other, but also to test their reliability,
truthfulness and accuracy in transmitting the texts, to make
certain which of them were reliable. Special works are also
devoted to this subject among them many of the so-called
Tabgat works (that is biographies arranged in Islam &
Muslims of various scholars).This article develops the
concepts and tools for the systematic study of the mechanics
of survival for medieval Islamic books. These concepts and
tools are then applied to studying the history of the earliest
extant biographical dictionary of the Islamic tradition.

Keywords: Islamic Books, History of Hadith, Islamic Tradition,
biographical dictionary.
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